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to break this bond —both by snares that have been
laid for their simplicity, and by violence, which
could not fail to irritate a Tribe so infinitely jealous
as is this of its rights and its liberty. These begin-
nings of misunderstanding continue to alarm me, and
make me fear the dispersion of the flock which
Providence has confided to my care for so many
years, and for which I would willingly sacrifice all
that remains to me of life. See the various artifices
to which the English have resorted to detach them
from the alliance with us.

Some years ago, the Governor-general of new
England sent to the foot of our river the most able
man among the Ministers of Boston, that he might
open a School there, instruct the children of the
Savages, and maintain them at the expense of the
Government. As the salary of the Minister was to
increase in proportion to the number of his pupils,
he neglected nothing to attract them; he went to
seek the children, he flattered them, he made them
little presents, he urged them to come to see him;
in short, he worked for two months with much
useless activity, without being able to win a single
child. The disdain with which his attentions and
his invitations were treated did not discourage him.
He spoke to the Savages themselves; he put to them
various questions touching their faith; and then,
from the answers that were made to him, he turned
into derision the Sacraments, Purgatory, the invoca-
tion of the Saints, the beads, the crosses, the images,
the lights of our Churches, and all the pious customs
that are so sacredly observed in the catholic Religion.

I thought it my duty to oppose these first attempts
to mislead; I wrote a civil letter to the Minister, in



